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Abstract
Traffic accidents have become a major social problem as their frequency has risen alongside the increased numbers of cars
and drivers. In recent years the introduction of ITS (Intelligent Transport Systems) technology has been seen as a promising
means to solve this problem. One type of ITS technology is “ safe driving support systems”. The authors have engaged in
product planning of an onboard system of this kind that makes use of “ image sensors” - sensing technology that captures
the situation around the vehicle - and are working to turn such a system into a commercial product. Specifically, a new type
of system has been devised that employs onboard cameras to lighten the burden on the driver by providing easily-
comprehended displays of pictures of the scene behind the vehicle plus other information necessary to aid driving. This is the
“ Parking Assist System”, which features numerous added-value functions enhancing convenience for the driver and thus
goes beyond conventional products such as the* back eye camera”, which enhanced safety only.
This paper describes the new system's functions and configuration together with the specifications required of its major
components, and further discusses its utility as determined by effectiveness validation tests of the system on board an actual
vehicle.
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